
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-R-171 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF PALATKA, AMENDING 
AND APPROVING THE FISCAL YEAR 2024-25 NON-AD 
V ALOREM ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR FIRE PROTECTION 
SERVICES, FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS; DIRECTING 
CERTIFICATION OF THE ASSESSMENT ROLL AND 
COLLECTION PURSUANT TO THE UNIFORM 
ASSESSMENT COLLECTION ACT; AND CONFIRMING 
THE IMPOSIITION AND LEVY OF FIRE SERVICE 
ASSESSMENTS; PROVIDING DIRECTIONS; PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DA TE; AND PROVIDING FOR 
SCRIVENER'S ERRORS. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF PALATKA, 
FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

ARTICLE I 
INTRODUCTION 

SECTION 1.01. AUTHORITY. This Resolution of the City Commission (the 
"Commission") of City of Palatka, Florida (the "City") is adopted pursuant to City Ordinance No. 
15-14 (the "Assessment Ordinance"), City Resolution No. 2015-11-19 (as may be amended, 
supplemented and confirmed from time to time, the "Initial Annual Assessment Resolution"), 
sections 166.021 and I 66.041 , Florida Statutes, and other applicable provisions of law. This 
Resolution amends Resolution No. 2024-R- l 39 by lowering slightly the rate of Assessments, in 
the estimated aggregate amount of$73,312.95. 

SECTION 1.02. DEFINITIONS. This Resolution amends the Annual Assessment 
Resolution for the Fiscal Year (sometimes also called the budget year) commencing October 1, 
2024, contemplated by Section 2.05 of the Assessment Ordinance. All capitalized words and terms 
not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings set forth in the Assessment Ordinance and 
the Initial Annual Assessment Resolution. 

SECTION 1.03. DETERMINATIONS. 

(A) Except as amended herein, the findings , determinations and all other relevant 
matters in Resolution No. 2024-R-139 are reaffirmed. 

(B) The outward facing preliminary roll and informational page on the City's website 
are to be updated as necessary as soon as practicable upon adoption of this Resolution. 

(C) A public hearing was duly held on July 11, 2024, commencing at or about 6 p.m. 
in City Hall Commission Chambers, 201 N. Second Street, Palatka, Florida, at which time the 
Commission received and considered information and comments on the Fire Service Assessments 
from City officials, staff, experts and advisors, as well as the public and affected property owners, 
and considered imposing Fire Service Assessments and the method of collection thereof as 
required by the Assessment Ordinance. 

SECTION 2.03. ESTIMATED FIRE SERVICE ASSESSED COST; RA TE OF 
ASSESSMENT. 

(A) The estimated Fire Service Assessed Cost, exclusive of the nominal City 
administrative charge to defray its costs of collection and annual administration, to be recovered 
through Fire Service Assessments for the Fiscal Year commencing October 1, 2024, net of 
exemptions for institutional properties, is $2,048,872. This includes: 

(B) The Tier 1 Assessment, net of exemptions herein, of$1 ,639,560 based on relative 
value of improvement for each Tax Parcel (for more variable costs) and the Tier 2 Assessment, 
net of exemptions herein, of $482,625 assessed per Tax Parcel (for more fixed, readiness to serve 
costs). 
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(C) The Fire Service Assessments established in this Annual Assessment Resolution 
are determined by the assessment rates prepared for consideration by the public and City 
Commission in the preparation of the Fire Service Assessment Roll for the Fiscal Year 
commencing October 1, 2024. 

(D) The rate of Fire Service Assessment as for the current Fiscal Year and had been set 
at ( 1) $2.46 per thousand dollars of improvements, but is directed by this Resolution to be reduced 
to $2.35 per thousand dollars of improvements or fraction thereof, for each Tax Parcel as reflected 
in the Tax Roll (Tier !), plus (2) $125.00 per Tax Parcel (Tier 2). Accordingly, the rate of 
assessments still has not increased since inception a decade ago. The foregoing reduction 
represents an overall budget reduction of $73,3 l 2.95 in the City's budget. 

SECTION 2.04. IMPOSITION OF ASSESSMENTS. 

(A) Upon adoption hereof, Fire Service Assessments, as amended, are to be levied and 
imposed throughout the entire area within the boundaries of the City and this Resolution shall be 
deemed to be adopted and confirmed for all purposes. 

(B) All other provisions of Resolution No. 2024-R-139 shall remain in full force and 
effect. 

ARTICLE III 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 3.02. DIRECTION AND AUTHORIZATION. 

(A) The Mayor, City Manager, Financial Director, Clerk and all other City experts are 
each and all directed and authorized to act and undertake all activities on behalf of the City to 
accomplish all matters necessary to timely achieve the purposes and effect of this Resolution. 

SECTION 3.03. CONFLICTS. All resolutions or parts of resolutions m 
conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

SECTION 3.04. SEVERABILITY. If any provision of this Resolution or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect 
other provisions or applications of this Resolution that can be given effect without the invalid 
provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this Resolution are declared to be 
severable. 

SECTION 3.04. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Resolution shall take effect 
immediately upon its adoption. 

SECTION 3.05. SCRIVENER'S ERRORS. The City Manager or designed, 
without public hearing, is authorized to correct any typographical scrivener's errors, which do not 
affect the intent of this resolution. A Corrected copy shall be posted in the public records by the 
City Clerk. 

PASSED and ADOPTED by the City Commission of the City of Palatka, Florida, this 12th day 
of eptember 2024 . 

.,. 

- -,) CITY OF PALATKA 

/ 



APPROVFWRM AND LEGALITY, 

CITY ATTORNEY 



RESOLUTION N02024-R-139 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF PALATKA, FLORlDA, 
APPROVING THE FISCAL YEAR 2024-25 NON-AD 
V ALOREM ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR FlRE PROTECTION 
SERVICES, FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS; DIRECTING 
CERTIFICATION OF THE ASSESSMENT ROLL AND 
COLLECTION PURSUANT TO THE UNIFORM 
ASSESSMENT COLLECTION ACT; CONFIRMING 
REQ lRED STATUTORY NOTICE AND IMPOSING AND 
LEVYING FIRE ERVI E ASSESSMENTS; PROVIDING 
DIRECTIONS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 
PROVIDING FOR SCR1VENER'S ERRORS 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF PALATKA, 
FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

ARTICLE I 
INTRODUCTION 

.. ECTION I.OJ. A T BORITY. This Rcsolmion of the City 'Commission (the 
•• ' ommission") of Cit of Pa lutka, Florida ( the " it ") is a-0op1ed pursuant lo City Ordinance No. 
15-14 (the "Assessment Ordinance"), Ci ly Resolution o. 2015- 11- 19 a~ may be amended, 
supplemented and confi rmed from time IO timc. the " Initial Annual Assessment Resolution"), 
sections 166.021 and 166.041. rlorida latutcs, and other applicable provisions of law. 

:'TlO. 1.02. DEFINJTlO This Resolution is Uic /\onual Assessment 
Resolution for lhc: Fiscal Year (sometimes also called the budget year) commencing October 1, 
2024. contemplated by e1,;t ion 2.05 of1he As cssmcnt Ordinance. All cnpitalized word and terms 
not otherwise defined herein shall have the meanings set forth in the Assessment Ordinance and 
the Initial Annual Assessment Resolution. 

SECTION 1.03. FINDINGS. It is hereby ascertained, determined and declared as 
follows: 

(A) Pursuam to the Asscssmcnt Orclina11ce.. the Ci ty adopted the Ini tial Annual 
/\ssessmcm Resolution imposing special as:;essments 10 provide for the funding of fire protection 
services, facili ties and program.~, and prO\<iding for ann ual collection thereof pursuant 10 the direct 
bi ll ing method of collection described in Article 11 1 of the Assessment Ordinance. 

(13) Prior lo commencing collection, the Cit, <>btained a judicial dctcnnin11!ion from the 
ircuit Court of the even th Jud icial District of the tate of florida in and for Putnam County that 

validated and confirmed, among other things. the legality and validiry of the Assessment 
Ordinance, 1he Initial Annua.l Assessment Resolution. the reasoned ability to legally rely upon the 
imposi tion of special assessmen ts in the form of Fire Service Assessments to annually fund fi re 
protection essential services and fu nd and finance associated capi tal improvements and equipment, 
the method of apportioni ng the fire crvice Assessments among the real property subject 1hcre10 
the burdens relieved and special benefi1 conveyed by the fire protection services and fac il it ies 
funded in part through the Fi re Service Assessments, the superior mnurc of lien of 1he Fire Service 
Assessments ru1d the legality of all proceeding and m,ntcrs in connection therewith (the "Final 
Judgment") . Each prope11)' <iwner was then provided a dir1:ct-malled bill for Fiscal Year 20 I S-1.6 
specific to each property as essed aJ1d additional notice and information concerning 1he anticipated 
non-ad valorem fire Service Assessment for Fis a l Year 2016-17. On March 26, 20 16, an 
addi ti onal n lice was published in a newspaper of general ci rculation. Such notices briefly 
explained l11e collection process for an amount equivalent to any unpaid amount due and how the 
Ci ty ComJni ssion ex pected LO collect unpaid assessments or amounts equivalent thereto which 
otherwise create C'i1y budget short fa I Is and diminish operating reserves, as well a fund and collect 
future y1:3 r' s fire ervicc Assessments. All such assessments wen: oollected. without loss of 
prope11y. For each Fiscal Year sj 11co: the Cit)' has complied with and employed th~ Unifom1 
Method of Collection of Fire Service Assessments. 

(C) The Assessment Ordinance provides for the adoption each year of,:, Annual 
Assessment Resolution approving, confirming or amending the Fire Service Assessmt:nl l~oll. This 
Resolution accomplishes such activity. 
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(DJ The City has duly ·chcdulcd and provided published and other extraordinary notice 
of a public hearing for July 11 , 2024, to con idcr adoption of the Fire Service Assessment Roll for 
Fiscal Yeur 2024-25 and included a statement or intent not to increase the rate of assessment. 

(F.) Notice required by law of such public hearing was published in compliance with 
Section 2.04 of the Assessment Oruinance and the Uniform Collection Assessment Act on or 
before June 20, 2024, and proof of publication is attached hereto as Appendix A. 

(F) Additional and extraordinary interactive notice has also been made available on the 
internet on the City's website at: htwx;'. uui..:ks1."ard1. L·11111.: ad-da1a.com/p;il ;nka and www.palatka-
11 .gov/lin::usscssmcm with additional access available via computer tcnninal upon request 
available during business hours to the public at ity Hull. 

(G) The Fire Service Assessment Roll (a l ng with additional explanatory information 
on the City's website) has heretofore and continues to be made available for inspection by the 
public. All notice required to be provided to a property owner in the manner required by the 
Uniform Assessment Collection Act and the Assessment Ordinance has been duly provided. 

(H) On or before July 11, 2024. at a duly scheduled and noticed meeting, the City 
Commission again acknowledges receiving and reviewing a fire budget and assessment review 
update summar prepared by Ennead, LLC (the ·'Exc.:cutive . ummary and has considc.rcd same 
aloug with ad, ·ce and input from City officials and staft~ as pan of the budget consideration 
proce~s for use of the Fire Service Assessment as a comporHWI part of the overall annual ity 
budget by confirming proposed rates of assessments. and accordingly pr vided direction. 

(l) A public hearing was held on July 11. 2024. and comments, concerns and 
objections of all interested persons have been du ly received, heard and considered . Addi tic>11ally , 
the City Commission again reviewed the updated Executive . ummary and all matters referenced 
and incorporated therein. All of the foregoing has been considered in the context of public 
discussion or comment upon the subject of funding fire protection services. facilities and programs 
at regularly scheduled meetings and workshops of the ity Commission on several occasions 
including April 9, 2015, July 9, 2015, July 2J. 2015, August 6. 2015. August 18-, 2015, ' cptember 
l 0, 2015 , September 24, 2015, October 22, 201 •. March 24 , 2016, April 14, 2016, July 27. 20 17. 
August 31, 2017, July 12, 2018, August 9, 2018, July 18, 2019, August 8, 2019, July 23 , 2020, 
August 27. 2020, July 22, 2021 . August 25, 2022, and July 27. 2023 , as well as the overall fiscal 
and other circumstances of the City. 

(J) The Assessments contemplated in this Resolution are imposed by the City 
Commission, not the Property Appraiser or Tax Collector. Any activity of the Property Appraiser 
or Tax Collector under the provisions of this Resolution shall be construed solely as ministerial. 

(K) The Final Judgment expressly provides that ''(t]he Fire Service Assessments are not 
imposed by the Putnam County Property Appraiser or the Putnam County Tax Collector. The 
statutory duties of the property appraiser and the tax coJJector are unaffected by the City's use of 
information produced by such entities. Any duties of Lhe property appraiser or the tax collector in 
regard to the collection of the Fire Service Assessments under section 197.3632, [Florida Statutes], 
are wholly ministerial and the property appraiser and the tax c:ollector are without any discretion 
with regard to the collection of Fire Service Assessmenls on Lhe tax notice once the City elects to 
use this method and complies with the requirements of the statute." The City has fairly and 
carefully complied with the Assessment Ordinance and all general law provisions. 

(L) The legislative determinations and findings set forth in the Initial Annual 
Assessment Resolution, as amended, and the Final Judgment have again been considered and are 
also hereby in context incorporated herein by reference. 

(M) The City Commission hereby finds and determines that the Fire Service 
Assessments to be imposed in accordance with this Resolution provide a proper and equitable 
method of funding associated fire protection services and facilities by fairly and reasonably 
allocating a portion of the cost thereof among specially benefitted property. 

ARTICLE II 
ASSESSMENT 

SECTION 2.01. RATIFICATION AND CONFIRMATION. The benefits to 
property and methods of apportionment provided for herein, and the use of proceeds of the non­
ad valorem assessment to pay for capital equipment and facilities have previously been judicially 
validated as for proper, legal and paramount public purposes and fully authorized by law by the 
Circuit Court of the Seventh Judicial District of the State of Florida in and for Putnam County; 
and, are hereby ratified, confirn1ed and advanced as being employed and similarly used by and for 
the purposes of this Resolution. For the purposes of supporting and adopling this Resolution the 
determinations in the foregoing Final Judgment, and the Initial Annual Assessment Resolution are 
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each also hereby supplementally incorporated herein by reference and ratified and confirmed under 
the circumstances and timing required to govern effectively as relevant and applicable. 

SECTION 2.02. PROCRDURAL COMPLAINCE. 

(A) The Assessment Coordinator has caused to be prepared a preliminary Fire Service 
Assessment Roll that contains the following information: 

(I) a summary description of each Tax Parcel (conforming to the description 
contained on a recently certified Tax Roll prepared and maintained by the Property 
Appraiser for the purpose of levying and collecting ad valorem taxes) which is intended to 
be subject to the Fire Service Assessment; 

(2) the name of the owner of record of each Ta • Parcel, as shown on the most 
recent ce11ified Tax Roll, which will be updaled in nonnal course prior to any certificalion 
of the Assessment Roll to the Tax Collector; and 

(3) the proposed amount of the total Fire Service Assessment for each affected 
Tax Parcel for the fiscal year commencing October 1, 2024, exclusive of anticipated costs 
of collection and administration. 
(B) In the event the City also imposes or collects an impact fee upon new growth or 

development for capital improv1:ments related to foe protcxtion, the special assessments provided 
for hereunder shall not include costs allributable to capital improvements necessitated by new 
growth or development which were included in the computation tif such impact fee, or which ·are 
otherwise funded by such impact fee. 

(C) Copies of the Assessmem Ordinance, this Resolution and the preliminary Fire 
Service Assessment Roll have been made available in the ity Clerk's office at 201 Nonh econd 
Street, Palatka, Florida or have been open to public inspection in a manner consistelll with the 
Assessment Ordinance. The purpose of the assl:'.s mcnt, amount of the proposed rates of 
assessment for each Tax Parcel. and all other necessary information was noticed by publication 
and at or through the City's website and accessible through the internet al 
lfilp:' qu\ :b..:,1rd1.c1 mct1d-~latn.ctm_ll )'»l)ptl: 1 and \1ww .ratmka-l1.!!ov/f'ircasscssmcnt and at the 
C'ity Cltirk 's office located at City 1-lall , 201 N. ·econd Street, P11la1ka, norida. 

(D) The City Commission duly provided the publication of notice of a public hearing 
in the manner and time provided in the Assessment Ordinance. Proo of publication of the notice 
is attached hereto as Appendix A. 

(E) The Assessment Roll shall be necessarily updated from time to time in due course, 
to show changes in parcel configuration or other administrative corrections. In the event the 
Assessment Coordinator makes any exemptions, administrative hardship defenals or other similar 
modifications to the Assessment Roll authorized by the Assessment Ordinance, this Resolution or 
otherwise, funding for such changes to the Assessment Roll shall be funded by legally available 
funds other than direct proceeds of the Assessments. Such changes shall not require any 
recalculation or change in the rate or rates of assessment otherwise considered or adopted pursuant 
lo the Assessment Ordinance or this Annual Assessment Resolution. 

(F) A public hearing was duly held on July 11, 2024, commencing at or about 6 p.m. 
in City Hall Commission Chambers, 201 N. Second Street. Palatka. Florida, at which time the 
Commission received and considered information and comments on the Fire Service Assessments 
from City officials, staff, experts and advisors, as well as tl1e public and affected property owners, 
and considered imposing Fire Service Assessments and the method of collection thereof as 
required by the Assessment Ordinance. 

SECTION 2.03. 
ASSESSMENT. 

ESTIMATED FIRE SERVICE ASSESSED COST; RATE OF 

{A) The estimated Fire Service Assessed Cost, exclusive of the nominal City 
administrative charge to defray its costs of collection and annual administration, to be recovered 
through Fire Service Assessments for the Fiscal Year commencing October I, 2024, is $2,214,750 
and net of exemptions for institutional properties is $2,122,185. This includes: 

(B) The Tier I Assessment, net of exemptions herein, of $1,639,560 based on relative 
value of improvement for each Tax Parcel (for more variable costs) and the Tier 2 Assessment, 
net of exemptions herein, of $482,625 assessed per Tax Parcel (for more fixed, readiness to serve 
costs). 

(C) The Fire Service Assessments established in this Annual Assessment Resolution 
are detennined by the assessment rates prepared for consideration by the public and City 
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Commission in the preparation of the Fire Service Assessment Roll for the Fiscal Year 
commencing October I, 2024. 

(D) T he rnte of Fire Service Assessment will remain the same as for the cnrrem Fiscal 
Year and is (I) $2.46 per thousand dollars of improvements. or fraction thereof, for each Tax 
Parcel as rellected in the Ta: Roll (Tier 1 ). plu. (2) $125.00 per Tax Parcel (rier 2). Accordingly 
the rate of assessments has not increased since inception a decade ago. 

SECTION 2.04. IMPOSITION OF ASSESSMENTS. 

(A) Upon adoption hereof. Fire ervice Assessments are to he levied and imposed 
throughout the entire area within the boundaries of the Cit and this Resolution shall be dc:emed 
to be adopted and confirmed for all purposes. 

(B) Fire Service Asses ments shall be imposed against Tax Parcels located within the 
City. the annual atnount of which shall be computed for each Tax Pared in accordance with this 
Resolution. When imposed, the Fire Service Assessment for each Fi cal Year shall constitute a 
lien upon Assessed Property equal in rank and dignity wi th the liens of all stille. county, district or 
municipal taxes and other non-ad valorem assessments as provided in the Assessment Ordinance. 

(C) As provided for herein, the Fire Service Assessed Cost shall be apportioned among 
all Tax Parcels within the City, not otherwise cx.:mpted hereunder, and including any statutorily 
defined pat·cels such as individual condominium or cooperative units with extraordinary 
alienability. The estimated Fire Service Assessed Cost and rate of Fire Service Assessment shall 
be that described in Section 2.03 hereof. 

(D) In the same manner as in the cunent Fiscal Year, the City Commission determines 
to separately at1d additionally charge, impose and levy an administrative and collection amount 
per Tax Parcel of $5.00 as a part of the assessment lo defray its costs of collection and annual 
administration. 

(E) The method of determining the Fire Service Assessments as set forth in this Annual 
Assessment Resolution is a fair and reasonable method to share costs at1d benefits of collection, 
administration, at1d the continuous availability of fire protection services, facilities and programs, 
among Tax Parcels of Assessed Property located within the City. 

(F) The Fire Service Assessment Roll is hereby approved, and shall be modified, 
adjusted and certified as provided in the Assessment Ordinance and this Resolution. 

(G) Collection of the Fire Service Assessments shall take place pursuant to the unifonn 
billing me thud of collection described in A11icle lII of the Assessment Ordinance. 

SECTION 2.05. DIRECTION CONCERNING INTERIM ASSESSMENTS. 

(A) Pursuant to Section 2.13 of the Ordinance an interim Assessment may be imposed 
againsl all property for which a Certificate of Occupancy is issued after adoption and confirmation 
of an Annual Assessment Resolution. The amount of the interim Assessment shall be calculated 
upon a monthly rate, which shall be one-twelfth of the annual rate for such property computed in 
accordance with the Annual Assessment Resolution for the Fiscal Year in which the Certificate of 
Occupancy is issued, with such monthly rate being imposed for each full calendar month remaining 
in lhe Fiscal Year after the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy. The determination of the 
relative improvement value for each such Tax Parcel (Tier I rate) for the purposes of calculating 
any interim Assessment may be based upon the estimated value of improvements listed in any 
permit associated with the Certificate of Occupancy, or such other similarly available date as 
reasonably determined by the Assessment Coordinator for such interim period only. Issuance of 
a Ce11ificate of Occupancy by mistake or inadvertence, without the payment in full of the interim 
Assessment, does not relieve the owner of such property of the obligation of full and timely 
payment. Such interim Assessment is due and payable on the date the Certificate of Occupancy 
was issued and constitutes a lien against such property as of that date. Said lien being equal in rank 
and dignity with the liens of all state, county, district, or municipal taxes at1d special assessments, 
and superior in rank and dignity tu all other liens, encumbrances, titles and claims in and to or 
against the real prope11y involved. 

(B) As a matter of expediency and due to the relatively small amount of growtl1 and 
dispropo11ionately bmall amount of revenue to be collected. and Lhc fact that assessment will be 
captured automa1i<f:1\ly in the ensuing Fiscal Year assess1m:nt, the City Commission makes the 
practical de1ermi11.i,, ,1n to 1101 seek to collect any such unpaid interim assessments for the period 
prior to January 1,J1'024. All costs for services and facilities attributable to same shall be paid for 
hy legally availuhl revenues other than any fire Service Assi:.ssment proceed . 
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SECTION 2.06. DIRECTION CONCERNING ANY EXEMPTION. 

(A) Tax r'arcels which are statutorily exempted from the payment of ad valorem taxes 
are in certain circumsranccs subject to the fire Service Assc~-i;nrnnls contemplated hereunder. Tax 
Parcels classified or described by the Property Appraiser as institutionally tax exempt, including 
the following classifications: (I) vacant institutional (2) churches & temples, (3) private schools 
& colleges, ( 4) privately-owned hospitals, (5) homes for the aged, (6) mortuary, cemetery & 
crematorium, (7) clubs, lodges & union halls, (8) sanitarium, convalescent & rest home, and (9) 
cultural organization facilities are all subject to the Fire Service Assessments contemplated 
hereunder. Provided, however, the City Commission recognizes the necessity to balance and 
manage the City's financial challenges with those of the property owners of the foregoing 
classifications of Tax Parcels, and the impacts of the request that those property owners also pay 
and contribute to support these essential services and capital which are available to all properties 
within the City. The City Commission does hen.:by determine nnd direct to continue to charge the 
foregoing classification of Tax Parcels for the upcoming fiscal year at a rate offif1y percent (50%) 
of the applicable Fire Service Assessment otherwise provided for herein; provided, however, the 
City Commissiun again direct ' revisiting this exemption during the next budget cycle, inasmuch 
as such exemption will cost the City general fund in excess of$92,564 in the upcoming fiscal year. 

(B) Tax parcels comprising Government Property are not subject to the Fire Service 
Assessments contemplated hereunder. Such Tax Parcels include those classified or described by 
the Property Appraiser as government-owned, including the following: (I) military, (2) forest, 
parks, recreational, (3) public county schools, (4) public colleges, (5) public hospi tals, (6) other 
county-owned property, (7) other siate-owned pro pc.rty, (8) other federal-owned property, and (9) 
other municipal-owned property. Provided, however, each such Government Prope11y owner is 
authorized to be approached by the Mayor, or such person's designee, and asked to pay as a fee or 
charge an amount comparahle to the Assessment for each such Government Property. Said amount 
may be invoiced annually, qua11erly or monthly in accord with Section 3.04 of the Assessment 
Ordinance. 

(C) The following Tax Parcel classifications are special designations used by the· 
Property Appraiser for recordkeeping purposes and do not represent actual or assessable Tax 
Parcels and are not subject to the Fire Service Assessments contemplated hereunder, ( 1) common 
element, (2) header record, and (3) notes parcel. 

(D) Certain Tax Parcels associated with the following classifications used by the 
Property Appraiser typically do not receive a special benefit from the provision of fire protection 
services and facilities or are inleasible or impractical to assess, and therefore are not subject to the 
Fire Service Assessments contemplated hereunder, (I) right-of-way, (2) rivers, lakes & submerged 
land, (3) sewage disposal & waste lands, and (4) outdoor recreation or parkland. 

(E) The foregoing classifications of prope11ies in this Section which arc exempted are 
reasonably determined to be inappropriate, infeasible or impracticable to assess, and either benefit 
marginally or create a lesser or nominal demand or burden on the City's costs associated with 
readiness to serve, do not merit the expenditure of public funds to impose or collect the Fire Service 
Assessments, are tax exempt and/or otherwise generally serve in some respect to promote the 
public health, safety, morals, general welfare, security, prosperity and contentment of the 
inhabitants or residents of the City. The Assessment Coordinator, or such person's designee, is 
authorized and directed to use sound judgment in extending such determinations and guidance as 
the fire Service Assessment Roll is collected. The foregoing classifications of properties not to 
be assessed do not include Government Property that is leased for private use. 

(F) Certain Tax Parcels classified as agricultural lands have been statutorily exempted 
from the payment of special assessments for the provision of fire protection services pursuant to 
Chapter 170, Florida Statutes. However, the City's authority to impose its Fire Service 
Assessments derives from its home rule powers, and not Chapter 170, Florida Statutes. Any 
alternative means of apportionment or suggestion of limitation on imposition of assessments for 
fire protection services on certain agricultural parcels found in Chapter 170 is, by the terms of that 
Chapter, applicable only to assessments imposed pursuant to Chapter 170, which is supplemental 
and alternative to the City's home rule power. The Assessment Coordinator and Mayor are 
authorized to reach out to the two (2) property owners to secure such properties participation in 
this partial funding of the availability of fire protection, based upon the inapplicability of Chapter 
170, Florida Statutes, to the City in this instance. 

(G) Based upon the foregoing, there are relatively few exempt properties within the 
City . Using legally available funds other than the proceeds of the Fire Service Assessments, the 
City shall otherwise fund or contribute an amount equal to the Fire Service Assessments that would 
have been otherwise derived from such exempt properlies. 
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(H) The City Commission has not increased I r changed the rate for Fire ervil:e 
t\sscssmenl or mdh1)d of applil:ation !hereof from the prior Fiscal Year. Provided, however. the 
City Ccymmis ion reserves 1he rigl11 and abi lity in tbe future to impose Fire crvice Assl·ssmen1s 
aguinst any Tax Parcels d.:1crmincd to he exemp1 hereunder 10 the extent pem1ined by law, upon 
lack of rca ·onahlc cooperation or willingness to pay lor a sh11re of the Fire er ice Ass1.:ssment 
Cost. or lllhcrwise in 1he event requi red or direc1ed to do so by a court of compctenl jurisdiction. 

SECTION 2.07. APPLICATION OF ASSESSMENT PROCEEDS. 

l'roceeds deriveu by the 'i1y fm111 the fire crvice Asse.~smcn1s, after payment of costs and 
expenses associa1cd with collection and adminisu·a1ion of the Assessments. shall he utilized for 
the provision lf fire protec1ion related services, facilities, and programs associated wi1h 
main taining continual n;i!dim:ss 10 serve. hi lhc event there i any fund balance remaining a1 the 
end of the Fiscal Year. such balance shall be carried forward and used only t fund costs associaied 
with fire protection related services, facilities, and programs. 

ARTICLE lil 
GENERAL PROVISJONS 

SECTION 3.01. EFFECT OF ADOPTION O'F RESOLllTION. 

The adoption or this Annual Assessment Resolution shall be the final adjudica1ion of all matters 
;md ompliance prci;cntcd (including, u1 nOI limited IO. tJ1e method of apponionmcnt and 
a~:cssmenl, the ra1e or rates of assessment. the As 'cssrnem Roll. and the levy and lien of the 
Assessments), unless prope1· steps shall be initiated in a court of competent jurisdiction lo secure 
relief within twenty (20) days of the effective date hereof. 

SECTION 3.02. DIRECTION AND AUTHORJZATION. 

(A) rhe Mayor, ity Manager, Financial ircctor, and the ity's experts anu aclvi ors 
were dire,ctcd in 202 1 to confer and prepare a thought fol recommendations as to other equi1ablc 
revenue sources. and a means or path to adjusl 1he Fire ervicc Asscssmcm rcla1cd rates, fees , 11nd 
charges for lhe cn.-.uing ear. if any, including Lhe consider.Ilion ofa means 10 keep 1h produclivily 
or the assessrnenl in step wi th changes in cost of s · rvicc, the City's overall budget, while securing 
the sanw or better avai labili1. and prnvision of servi e. This dlrec1io11 is agai11 repeated: and will 
belier infonn and afford 1he City Commission timt: to consider, lis1en, bt:comt! bener informl:ld. 
announce, make anu implement any changes or adjustments later this year or early in 2025, if any, 
and provide more certainty to earlier City budgeting for r-iscal Year 2025-26. 

(13 The Mayor, Cily Manager, Financial Director and all other City experts are each 
and all directed and authorized to ac1 and und 11akc all activities on behalf of the City 10 

accomplish all matters necessary to timely achieve the purposes and effect of this Resolution. 

SECTION 3.03. CONFLICTS. 

All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such 
conflict. 

SECTION 3.04. SEVERABILITY. 

If .in pl'ovision of this Resolution or the applicution thereof lCI any person or circumstance is held 
invalid. such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applic11tions of this Resolu1ion that ca.n 
be given cflcct \ i1.hout the invaliu provision or upplit:ation, and 10 this end the provisions of this 
Resolution are declared to be severable. 

SF.CTION 3.04. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 
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SECTION 3.05. SCRIVENER'S ERRORS. 

The ity Manager or designed, without public hearing, is authorized to com!cl ny 1ypographical 
scrivener's errors, which do not aff1.:c1 the intenl of this resolution. A corrected copy shall be 
posted in the public records by the City Clerk. 

PASSED and ADOPTED by the City Commission of the City of Palatka, Florida, this 11th day 
of July 2024. 

~GALlTY: 
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APPENDIX A 

PROOF OF NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE 
CONTINUED ANN AL fMPOSITION AND COLLECTION OF SPECIAL 

ASSESSMENTS 
TO FUND FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES AND FACILITIES 
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